
	Character Trial: Trial Brief
Use this team document to convert textual evidence into a coherent prosecution or defence case.




	Literary text
	Click or tap to enter the title
	Character on trial
	Enter character

	Team
	Prosecution / Defence
	Team members
	Enter names

	Central charge or question
	Enter the charge or driving question
	Date
	Enter date



1. Core Position
	Our central claim: State exactly what the team wants the judge or jury to believe.

	 

	 

	 



2. Opening Statement
	Write a concise opening that introduces the claim, frames the conflict, and previews the evidence without arguing every detail.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 



3. Evidence and Reasoning
	Evidence
	Page / line
	What it proves
	Reasoning: How it supports our claim
	Possible weakness

	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text

	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text

	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text




4. Witness Question Plan
	Witness
	Question
	Purpose of question
	Expected response
	Follow-up question

	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text

	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text

	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text

	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text
	Click or tap to enter text



5. Counterclaim and Rebuttal
	Strongest argument the other side may use
	Click or tap to enter text

	Our evidence-based rebuttal
	Click or tap to enter text



6. Closing Statement
	Restate the claim, identify the strongest evidence, answer the opposing side, and make a final appeal to the jury.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 



7. Team Roles and Readiness Check
	Role
	Student name
	Ready? / Final note

	Opening lawyer
	Enter name
	☐ Ready   ☐ Revise

	Evidence lawyer
	Enter name
	☐ Ready   ☐ Revise

	Witness 1
	Enter name
	☐ Ready   ☐ Revise

	Witness 2
	Enter name
	☐ Ready   ☐ Revise

	Closing lawyer
	Enter name
	☐ Ready   ☐ Revise



FINAL CHECKLIST
☐  Our claim is precise and arguable.
☐  Every major point is supported by a page or line reference.
☐  We explain the evidence instead of only quoting it.
☐  Our questions reveal motive, contradiction, pressure, knowledge, or bias.
☐  We have anticipated and answered the other side’s strongest argument.
☐  The speaking roles are balanced and the team can stay within the allotted time.
Character Trial Lesson Plan | Editable Trial Brief Template
